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REQUEST FOR MORE INFORMATION


									March 5, 2021

Mr. Michael Redding
GSSG New Hampshire, LLC
36 Maplewood Avenue
Portsmouth, NH 03801
(sent via email to: michael@nesolargarden.com)

RE:	Alteration of Terrain Permit Application AoT 210114-004
	Mojalaki Solar Development
	321 Prospect Street – Franklin, NH
	Tax Map 119 Lot 402
	
Dear Mr. Redding:

The Department of Environmental Services (DES) is in receipt of an application and supporting plans and information, for an Alteration of Terrain Permit for the above referenced project.  After review of the information submitted, the following items need to be addressed in order for DES to make a final determination on the application for a permit:

1. In accordance with Env-Wq 1503.19(h), a wildlife study was completed and submitted to the AoT Bureau and NH Fish and Game (NHFG) for review.  After NHFG completes their review, please address any concerns and provide written documentation from NHFG that includes any recommended permit conditions or plan revisions required. Describe how their recommendations have been incorporated into the project plans such that the project satisfies the design requirements of Env-Wq 1503.19(h).  Please provide documentation that reflects any revisions to the project plans, if applicable. 
2. The wetland scientist must stamp, sign and date the Existing Conditions Plan.
3. Local River Advisory Committee:
The Upper Merrimack River LAC commented on your application in a letter dated February 22, 2021.  Please respond to their comments as part of your resubmittal. 
4. Env-Wq 1505.03: The total area of disturbance exceeds 5 acres. Unless the plan is phased, you are advised that the project will require environmental monitoring during construction and may require a more detailed construction sequence and sediment and erosion control plan. If the plan is to disturb no more than 5 acres at one time, include a phasing plan that clearly shows how the construction will be phased and indicate that each area must be stabilized before advancing to a successive phase. If environmental monitoring is proposed, include the requirements of Env-Wq 1505.03(d) on the plans. Any open area exceedances of 5 acres are considered on a case by case basis and must meet the requirements of Env-Wq 1505.03.
5. Construction Sequence
a. In the construction sequencing notes, please add text indicating that the temporary mulch must be maintained in accordance with Env-Wq 1506.01 throughout all construction phases.
b. Note 5 of the Construction Sequence on Sheet G-1 indicates that all areas are to be stabilized no longer than 2 weeks after initial disturbance and makes reference to a 72-hour time frame after final grading.  Due to the sloping nature of the final grading and the proposed open area possibly exceeding 5 acres, the soil should be temporarily stabilized within the 72-hour timeframe.  Revise the note to conform with our guidance, temporary stabilization should be applied within 72 hours or prior to a forecasted storm of 1/2" within a 24-hour period, whichever is sooner.  
6. The solar guidance requires treatment of access drives.  Typically, this can be accomplished if runoff sheets flows through vegetated buffers.  It is unclear if this requirement is being met and a waiver was not requested.
7. Detention Pond
a. Depict the bottom of pond proposed contour elevation, 409.75, on the grading and drainage plan and the detail.
b. Call out the outlet pipe invert elevation at FES1 on the grading and drainage plan or detail.
8. Grading & Drainage Plans:  Call out the inverts of the proposed culvert that is located between the swale and detention pond on the plans.
9. Post-Development Drainage Analysis (Env-Wq 1504.09): In Subcatchments P1 and P3, the wooded area outside the proposed fence that will be cleared, but not stumped, is modeled as brush in the analysis.  The area included in the analysis does not appear to match the area that will be cleared on the plan.  
10. Temporary Sediment & Erosion Controls  
a. Depict the location of the stabilized construction exit on the plans.
b. Depict and specify sediment and erosion controls for the staging area and widening of the access drive.  Specify that the staging area must be reclaimed with loam and seed after construction.
c. Add an emergency spillway to the temporary sediment basin.
11. Inspection and Maintenance Manual (Env-Wq 1507.07):  Include a section in the manual that addresses the I&M for the area outside the fence that is proposed to be cleared but not stumped. 
12. Env-Wq 1503.21(c) requires that that the permit holder and a qualified engineer certify that the project was completed in accordance with the approved plans, or that deviations were made which did not require an amended or new permit. A permit condition will require this certification, and will specify that the engineer includes reporting on regrading of the slopes as shown on the plans, panel orientation and construction sequencing. (This is offered as informational only. No reply required.)
13. After any necessary revisions to the HydroCAD analysis to respond to the above, submit a revised summary table of the 2-year, 10-year and 50-year pre- and post-development flows, and if necessary, the 2-year pre- and post-development runoff volumes or 1-year flow (pre), to show compliance with the requirements of Env-Wq 1507.05(b).
14. Pursuant to Env-Wq 1503.15(b), changes to the revised plans are to be called out and a revision date must be added to each page that has been changed.  Graphical revision call-outs should be included on the plans. If any changes to the plans or the hydrologic/hydraulic analysis were made other than those identified above, please indicate what additional changes were made in your response letter.
15. Project CD:
Please note that, in accordance with Env-Wq 1503.20(e), within one week of a project being permitted the department requires that a CD be submitted which includes a copy of the plans and the drainage report (including the summary, drainage analysis, riprap sizing calculations, USGS map, etc), all in PDF format.  This will assist DES in minimizing our long-term file storage space requirements.  

Please respond to this request for more information letter in accordance with the provisions of Env-Wq 1503.15.  Please include the file number on your response to this request, as well as a narration of the changes from the current application.  Please be aware that in accordance with RSA 485-A:17, if all of the information requested above is not provided in a single and complete response within the next 120 days, July 3, 2021, your application will be denied.  If you have any questions, please call me at (603) 271-3249 or email at: michael.j.schlosser@des.nh.gov.
								
Sincerely,
[image: ]
Michael Schlosser, PE
Alteration of Terrain Bureau
								

cc:  	Franklin Planning Board (via email to: dlewis@franklinnh.org)
	Chris Nadeau, Nobis Group (via email)	
	Upper Merrimack River Local Advisory Committee (via email to: mlt@naturesource.net)
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